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RELANG

Relating language examinations to the common
European reference levels of language proficiency

Learning
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RELANG Team Members

e Jana Beresova: Trnava University, Slovak Republic

* Gilles Breton: (formerly) Centre international d'études
pédagogiques, France
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Basic Documentation

The Training and Consultancy is based on two Council of Europe
/ ECML publications dealing with the construction and
validation of language tests linked to the CEFR:

 The ALTE Manual for Language Test Devel
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Linking Procedures in the Manual

e Familiarisation with the CEFR

* Linking on the basis of specification of examination
content ‘

Standa
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The CEFR Model of Language Use

Elements in action-oriented approach:

* Actions performed by persons - individuals and social
agents

* A range of competences, both general and in partlcular
communicative Ianguage competenc
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The user/learner’s Competences

( The user/learner’s competences \
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Descriptor scales provided for illustration




_—"
«<RELANG o,

\

The context of
language use .\

Language use and the user/ learner
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What is Validity?

e Atestisvalid if it measures what we intend it to measure.

* This definition has been extended in recent years to
encompass the way tests are used, i.e. validity relates to:
‘the degree to which evide
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Validity and the CEFR

* Validity comes down to demonstrating that what we claim is
true: that a learner reported to be at B1 actually is at B1
according to the evidence we can provide.

If the focus is more on use, then validit ewdence W|II
to language actuall '
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What is Reliability?

* Reliability in testing means consistency: a test with reliable
scores produces the same or similar results on repeated
use. This means that a test would always rank-order a
group of test takers in nearly the sam
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Reliability in Practice

 Be aware of the likely sources of error, and do what is
possible to minimise it.

* Using statistics to estimate the reliability of a test’s scores
is an important post-hoc step.
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Fairness

* An objective for all test and examination providers is to
make their test as fair as possible.

e Various bodies have produced Codes of Practice or Cod
of Fairness to assist test provi
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Ethical Concerns

* High-stakes language tests can have negative
consequences for individuals, e.g. in the context of
migration, where decisions made about a person on the
basis of a test score can have serious and far-reachi
consequences. _—— 4 o




